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BOOKS AND LITEEATITEE 

The Conservation of the Wild Life of Canada. By Dr. C. Goedon 
Hewitt, late Dominion Entomologist and Consulting Zoologist. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 344 pp., illustrated. 

This book was in manuscript before the untimely death of 
Doctor Hewitt, February, 1920, and has been prepared for 
publication by his wife. Mrs. Hewitt has also written a beautiful 
preface which can perhaps be fully appreciated only by those 
who had the rare good fortune to count Hewitt as a personal 
friend. 

To get the proper perspective on this book, one should know 
that Doctor Hewitt was a zoologist of broad training. Previous 
to coming to Canada he had worked not only on insects but also 
■on several problems on birds and their control of insect pests. 
The record of his work as Dominion Entomologist from 1909 
until his death is a brilliant one. Throughout this period he was 
frequently consulted regarding various zoological problems which 
came before the Advisory Board on Wild Life Protection and in 
1916 he was appointed Dominion Consulting Zoologist which 
broadened his official interest. The work recorded in the book 
under discussion was done chiefly during the last four years of 
his life. For so busy a man to undertake a task of this size and to 
cover the field so well in so short a time is an enviable accomplish- 
ment. 

The reading of this book is like a trip to the North Woods, but 
with a scientist as companion rather than a record-breaking 
hunter of big game.- Although the title might properly include 
fur-bearing animals and other natural groups, the discussion is 
chiefly limited to the larger wild mammals and birds of Canada. 
The information regarding the present distribution and abun- 
dance of the several species is accumulated from many sources 
and constitutes a valuable inventory of the remaining but di- 
minishing resources of the Dominion. As might be expected of 
one who understands the dangers of promiscuous and ignorant 
hunting and who appreciates wild life, the dangers and economic 
loss of unrestricted shooting are constantly set forth, and the re- 
sults of inadequately controlled slaughter in the United States 
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are used as an ignoble example. It is not too late in Canada to 
profit by mistakes south of the boundary, and Doctor Hewitt's 
book should serve as a timely warning. 

Considerable progress has already been made in establishing 
government and private reserves in Canada and the record of 
this movement as given in this book is one of the most valuable 
features of the work. The author took a lively interest in this 
movement, and in efforts to conserve the wild life of the Domin- 
ion he did everything possible, from revising the game laws of 
the Northwest Territories to the instruction of Boy Scouts in bird 
protection. Previous to his work the game laws of the Northwest 
Territories had not been revised for many years, and he succeeded 
in the difficult task of getting through a revision that is a great 
improvement over the former regulations. His successful effort 
to bring about the Migratory Birds Treaty between the United 
States and Canada was an accomplishment of high order. There 
were, of course, other earnest men on both sides of the boundary 
who assisted in this work, but to the author of this book fell 
some of the most aggravating and ability-testing tasks. If the 
full history of this effort is sometime written, Doctor Hewitt's 
part will appear as a large one. 

The discussion of the periodic fluctuations of Canadian fur- 
bearing animals in Chapter IX is perhaps the best example of 
scientific method in the book. These fluctuations have long at- 
tracted the attention of scientific and commercial men and they 
are here discussed from abundant data and from a biological 
point of view. 

This posthumous book is an additional monument to the scien- 
tific skill and personal abilities of the author. It should serve as 
a valuable warning to Canadians and will be of value to readers 
everywhere in giving a summary of the resources of the Domin- 
ion in one of its most interesting and economically valuable 
assets. Because of the wide interest in big game it should attract 
temporarily or permanently to Canada those who retain a whole- 
some love for the outdoors. 

B. F. Phillips 



